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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 14-4

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Seec. 14-1. Technical building and construction codes adopted.

The following technical building and construction codes are adopted by reference and may
be amended for later editions as required by the Georgia Uniform Codes Act, 0.C.G.A. § 8-2-25:

(1) Standard Building Code (SBCCI).

(2) National Electrical Code as published by the National Fire Protection Association.
(3) Standard Gas Code (SBCCI).

(4) Standard Mechanical Code (SBCCI.

(5) Georgia State Plumbing Code or the Standard Plumbing Code (SBCCI).

(6) Council of American Building Officials One- and Two-Family Dwelling Code, with the
exception of Part V-Plumhing {Chapters 20-25) of such code.

(7) Georgia State Energy Code for Buildings as adopted by the State Building Adminis-
trative Board pursuant to an Act approved April 10, 1978 (Ga. L. 1978, p. 2212), as such
code exists on September 30, 1991.

(8) Standard Fire Prevention Code (SBCCI).
(9) Standard Housing Code (SBCCI).
{10) Standard Swimming Pool Cede (SBCCI).

(11) Standard Unsafe Building Abatement Code (SBCCI).
(Ord. of 10-15-91)

Sec. 14-2. Building official—Badge of office.

For the purpose of identification, the building official may adopt a badge of office which he
shall display on demand; provided that in any emergency, any other method of identification
shall be sufficient.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.3(c); Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.3(c)

Sec. 14-3. Same—Cooperation of other county officials.

The building official may request and shall receive, so far as may be necessary in the
discharge of his duties, the assistance and cooperation of the sheriff in enforcing orders, of the
county attorney in prosecuting violations, and of any other county cfficial.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.3(); Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.3(f))

Sec. 14-4. Fee paymeni prior to issuance of permit.

No permit, as provided above, shall be issued until after the permit fee has been paid to the
county as reflected in section 14-5.
(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 3.7; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 3.7)
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§14-5 GRADY COUNTY CODE

Sec. 14-5. Schedule of permit fees.

(a) Minimum fze. A base minimum fee of $15.00 shall be charged for any permit issued. All
charges set forth hereinafter shall be in addition to the base minimum fee.

(b} Building permits.

(1) TFor any new building, structure, or any addition to an existing building, structure, or
partion thereof, the following permit fees shall be paid.

a. Residential construction: $0.09 per square foot.

b. Commercial construction: $0.08 per square foot.

c. Industrial construction: $0.07 per square foot.

d. Mobile home setup: $15.00 per unit.

Far the purpose of calculating permit fees, the square footage of a building shall be

caleulated as the gross floor area of the building measured from the exterior of the
exterior walls.

(2} Remodeling. For remodeling, repairs or modification of existing buildings or struc-
tures, or for the construction or installation of other structures for which a gross floar
area cannot be measured, the permit fee shall be as follows:

Total Valuation Fee
$0.00—$15,000.00 per $1,000.00 or fraction thereof ................... $ 5.00
$15,001.00—%50,000.00:
For the first $15,000.00 ..o 45.00
Plus, for each additional $1,000.00 or fracticn thereof, to and
including $50,000.00 .. ... ... ... 4.00
$50,001.00—$100,000.00;
For the first $50,000.00 .. ..o irtnt i ire e riarae e 132.50
Plus, for each additional $1,000.00 or fraction thereof, to and include
BT00,000.00. . ..ot 3.50
Mobile hame St LD . .. .ottt 30.00
$100,001.00—$500,000.00:
For the first $100,000.00 ... ..ot e 232.50
Plus, for each additional $1,000.00 or fraction thereof, to and
including 5600,000.00 ... ... oo 2.00
$500,001.00 and up:
For the first $500,000.00 .. ... 732.50
Plus, for each additional $1,000,00 or fraction thereof. .. .......... 1.00
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS §14-5

(3) Manufactured (mobile) home erection. A permit fee of $15.00 shall be charged for
manufactured home erections.

(4) Moves and demolitions: A permit fee of $50.00 shall be charged for all demolition and
moving permits.

(e) Electrical permits.

Wiring Fee
Qutlets, receptacles, wall switches fixtures, each........................... $ 020
Motors
B D OF 1SS L ottt et e 2.00
Over Shpthrough25hp............... e e 6.00
Over 25 hp through 100 hp. ..ot s e i as 10.00
Over 100 hp. ..o 20.00
Cenerators
600 volts or less, not over 1 oW .. ..o orn i i e e s 3.00
600 volts or less, over L Kw. ... .oviiii it iie s 10.00
Over 00 VOIES. . . ..o v ettt e e 25.00
Services
Temporary or construckion .. ..... ... e et 5.00
200 amps or 18858 ... ... e e 10.00
Over 200 amps but less than 600 amps . .......oooiiein i nanes 15.00
OVEr GO0 BIIPS . . . vt e et e ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e e 25.00
Plus, for each 100 amps or fraction thereof over 600 amps............. 1.20
Transformers
Not exceeding 600 volts ... ... 3.00
Exceeding GO0 vOlta. .. ...\t it 7.00

Alternate method

There shall be a charge of $0.02 per square foot for all commercial buildings of $100,000.00
value and above, or the contractor shall have the option of using the alternate method
of eomputing actual fixture counts in accordance with the above schedule.

(d) Plumbing.

Description Fee

TFor each plumbing fixture, floordrain. ...........coveiiiniiii i ns $ 200
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(e) Mechanical.

Description Fee

Ajr conditioning compressors per ton. . ... ..ot i $ 400

Heating equipment or boilers per 50,000 btu or fraction thereof when no a/c

Anvolved. . .. e e 5.00
All duct worls, ventilating and refrigeration systems not included above, per

$LO00.00 valuation. . . ... vvue e 4.00
Air conditioning unit or beating unit installation for mobile home........... 5.00
(f) Gas.
Description Fee
For each connection to the gas pipingsystem . ....... ... ... oo $ 2.00
Mobile home hook TP . ...ttt e 5.00

(g) Reinspections. Where inspections are required, the inspection and the first reinspection
shall be at no cost; for each and every reinspection thereafter, there shall be paid a reinspection
fee of $16.00; however, the building official may waive the reinspection fee if he determines
that the reinspection was not required as a result of the failure of the contractor to have the
work ready to inspect or to have performed the worlk correctly.

(h} Certificates of occupancy. The issuance of certificate of occupancy shall be at no ecost
except as follows:

(1) Tempoerary certificates of occupancy ......... ... i $ 10.00

(2) Certificates of occupancy required for existing buildings for which a
building permit has not beenissued......... ... ... ... ...l 15.00

(i} Contractor registration. There shall be a charge of $25.00 per calendar year as a
registration fee imposed for contractors for registration and renewal of registration.
(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 3.8; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 3.8)

Sec. 14-6. Penalty.

Any person who shall violate this chapter may be prosecuted within the magistrate court of
the county. Conviction of violation of this chapter shall be punished by fine or imprisonment
that shall not exceed the maximum punishment permitted by law (O.C.G.A. § 15-10-60).
Applicable court costs shall be levied in addition to any punishment impesed. Each day in
violation of the construction and building regulation shall continue or constitute a separate
offense.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 8.3; Ord. of 3-17-92, § 1; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 8.3)
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 14-8

See. 14-7. Abatement.

"The imposition of the penalties herein prescribed shall not preclude the county attorney
from instituting an appropriate action or proceeding to prevent an unlawful erection,
construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, maintenance or use, or to restrain,
carrect or abate a violation, or to prevent an illegal act, conduct, business or use in or about any
premises,

{Ord. of 1-22-91, § 8.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 8.4)

Sec. 14-8. Location of cerlain types of livestock and farming operations,

The county shall require the following measures for the development of any facilities
involving the breeding, hatching, raising, feeding, keeping, slaughtering, or processing
livestock andfor chickens, turkeys, poultry or other fowl raised for food for commercial
purposes in the production, processing and packging of eggs or sgg products having a total
number of animals exceeding 100 in number.

(1) No person shall erect, construct or enlarge any agricultural structure for the purposes
mentioned above without first obtaining a building permit from the building official
and providing a site plan indicating the location of the livestoclipoultry operation
struetures or buildings as they are related to adjacent property lines and residential
preperties. Distance between land uses shall be noted on the site plan.

(2} The lot on which a livestock/pouliry operation or facility is placed that is subject to this
section shall not be less than five acres. All exhaust fans from such operations shall be
directed away from existing dwellings whenever possible. All buildings or structures
involving livestock or poultry operations shall be located no closer than 250 feet from
any adjacent property line. The setback of the facility shall be 200 feet from the
right-of-way. No livestock or poultry facility as identified above shall be located any
closer than 1,600 feet from any habitable dwelling, excluding any residential dwelling
owned by the livestock/poultry operation owner.

(3) The planning commission may waive the regulation requiring a distance of 1,500 feet
between any proposed livestock or poultry operation and any habitable dwelling
providing that the developer of the operation obtains a notarized agricultural adja-
cency form from the owners of every habitable dwelling unit within 1,500 feet. The
planning commission may also waive said distance requirements in the case of any
proposed residential, commercial or industrial development planning to locate within
said distance of an existing livestock or poultry operation, provided that the property
owner of the proposed development signs a similar agricultural adjacency form.

An agricultural adjacency form shall be notarized. It shall be submitted by the
developer at the time of the request for a building permit. The agricultural adjacency
form shall state that the adjacent property owner(s) understands that an application
for a building permit for a livestock or poultry related agricultural facility is being
requested within 1,500 feet of a habitable dwelling on his property that he understands
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§ 14-8 GRADY COUNTY CODE

the proposed (or existing) use may produce odors, noise, dust and other effects which
may not be compatible with land uses on property. In the case of a proposed
development, it shall state that the proposed building will be constructed within 1,500
feet of an existing livestock or poultry facility. This will be necessary for owners
planning to build a new residential, commercial or industrial land use within said
distance of an existing livestock ar poultry building. Nevertheless, understanding the
effects of the livestock or poultry operation, the applicant agrees that by executing the
agricultural adjacency form he waives any objection to those effects and understands
that permits will only be issued and processed in reliance on his agreement not to bring
any action against the local government and the livestock or poultry operation
landowner should the facility constitute a nuisance. Any such notice of acknowledge-
ment provided to or executed by a land owner adjoining livestock or poultry related
agricnltural facility shall be public record.
(Ord. of 9-5-95)
Cross reference—Animals, ch. 10.

Secs. 14-9—14-30. Reserved.

ARTICLE II. CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY BOARD OF LICENSING,
ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS*

Sec. 14-31. Established; members.

(a) There is hereby established a hoard to be called the construction industry board of
licensing, adjustments and appeals, hereafter referred to ag the board, which shall consist of
six voting members and a liaison to the planning commission. The said board shall be
appointed by the board of commissioners: one of whom shall be a building contractor, two shall
be master electricians, one a master plumber, one a licensed conditioned air contractor and one
a representative of the building supply industry.

{(h) The terms of all members shall be for three years except that for the initial creation of
the hoard three of the members shall be appointed for two years.

(e) Four voting members present shall constitute a quorum.

(d) The chairman of the board shall be appointed by the commission.
(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.4(a)—{(d)}
Sec. 14-32. Duties.

The board shall administer all building industry competency examinations required by this
chapter, The board shall also hear and make decisions on appeals to the decisions of the
building official and hear reguests for adjustments to the Code.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § L.4(e))

#Cross references—Administration, ch. 2; businesses, ch. 18.
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 14-55

Sec. 14-33. Appeals.

Whenever the building official shall reject or refuse to approve the mode or manner of
construction proposed to be followed or materials to be used in the installation or alteration of
a building or structure, or when it is claimed that the provisions of this code do not apply, or
that any equally good or more desirable form of installation can be employed in any specific
case, or when it is claimed that the true intent and meaning of this Code or any of the
regulation thereunder have been misconstrued or incorrectly interpreted, the owner of such
building or structure, or his duly authorized agent, may appeal from the decision of the
building official to the board. Notice of appeal shall be in writing and filed within 90 days after
the decision is rendered by the building official, except that in case of a building, structure,
electrical, plumbing, mechanieal or gas system which, in the opinion of the building official, is
unsafe or dangerous, the building official may, in his order, limit the time for such appeal to a
shorter period. Appeals shall be on forms provided by the building official.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.4(f)

Sec. 14-34. Variances.

The board, when so appealed to and after a hearing, may vary the application of any
provision of this Code to any particular case when, in its opinion, the enforcement thereof
would do manifest injustice, and would be contrary te the spirit and purpose of this Code or
public interest, or when, in its opinion the interpretation of the building official should be
modified or reversed.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.4(g)

Sec. 14-35. Action.

The board shall, in every case, reach a decision without unreasonable or unnecessary delay.
Each decision of the board shall also include the reasons for the decision. If a decision of the
boeard reverses or modified a refusal, order, or disallowance of the building official, or varies the
application of any provision of this Code, the building official shall immediately take action in
accordance with the decision.

(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.4th)}

Sec. 14-36, Decisions final,

Every decision of the board shall be final, subject however to such remedy as any aggrieved
party might have at law or in equity.
(Ord. of 1-22-91, § 1.4; Ord. of 12-5-94, § 1.4{i))

Secs. 14-37—14-55. Reserved.
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§ 14-56 GRADY COUNTY CODE

ARTICLE II. FLOW RATE RESTRICTIONS ON PLUMEING FIXTURES*

See. 14-5B6. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Commercial means any type of building other than residential.

Construction means the erection of a new building or the alteration of an existing building
in connection with its repair or renovation or in connection with making an addition to an
existing building and shall include the replacement of a malfunctioning, unserviceable, or
absolete faucet, showerhead, toilet or urinal in an existing building.

Residential means any building or unit of a building intended for occupancy as a dwelling
but shall not include a hotel or motel.
{(Ord. of 2-5-91, § a)

Cross reference—Definitions and rules of construction generally, § 1-2.

Sec. 14-57. Applicability.

The requirements of section 14-59 shall apply to any residential construction initiated after
July 1, 1991, and te any commercial construction initiated after July 1, 1992, which involves
the repair or renovation of or addition to any existing building when such repair or renovation
of or addition to such existing building includes replacement of toilets or showers or both.
{Ord. of 2-6-91, § d)

Sec. 14-58. Enforcement; penalty.

{a) This article shall be enforced by the office of the building inspector of the county.
Citations for violations may be issued by the chief building inspector of the county.

(b) Any person violating this article shall be tried before the probate court of the county.
Upon conviction, a violation of this article may be punished as provided in section 1-12.
(Ord. of 2-5-91, § )

Sec. 14-59. Residential buildings.
On or after July 1, 1991, no construction may be initiated within the county for any
residentizl building of any type which employs:

(1) Agravity tank-type, flushometer-valve, or flushometer-tank toilet that uses more than
an average of 1.6 gallons of water per flush; provided, however, this paragraph shall
not be applicable to one-piece toilets until July 1, 1992,

(2) A shower head that allows a flow of more than an average of 2.5 gallons of water per
minute at 60 pounds per square inch of pressure.

*Cross reference—3olid waste, ch, 34,
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BUILDINGS AND BUTLDING REGULATIONS § 14-70

(3) A urinal that uses more than an average of 1.0 gallons of water per flush.

(4) Alavatory faucet or lavatory replacement aerator that allows a flow of more than 2.0
pallons of water per minute.

(6} A kitchen faucet or kitchen replacement aerator that allows a flow of more than 2.5
gallons of water per minute.
(Ord, of 2-5-91, § b)

Sec. 14-60. Commercial buildings.

On ar after July 1, 1992, thera shall be no construction of any commercial building initiated
within the county for any commercial building of any type which does not meet the
requirements of 14-59.

(Ord. of 2-5-91, § ¢}

Sec. 14-61. Exemptions.

(a) New construction and the repair or renovation of an existing building shall be exempt
from the requirements of sections 14-57, 14-59, and 14-60 when:

(1) The repair or renovation of the existing building does not include the replacement of
the plumbing or sewage system servicing toilets, faucets or shower heads within such
existing buildings.

(2)  When such plumbing or sewage system within such existing building, because of its
capacity, design or installation would not function properly if the toilets, faucets or
shower heads required hy this article were installed.

(3) Such system is a well or gravity flow from a spring and is owned privately by an
individual for use in such individual's personal residence.

(4) Units to be installed are:
a. Specifically designed for use by the handicapped;
b.  Specifically designed to withstand unusual abuse or installation in a penal
institution; or

c. ‘Toilets for juveniles.

(b) The owner, or his agent, of a building undergoing new construction or repair or
renovation who is entitled to an exemption as specified in this section shall obtain the
exemption by applying at the office of the building inspector for the county. A fee as shown in
Appendix I of the plumbing code shall be charged for the inspection and issuance of such
exemption.

{Ord. of 2-5-91, § e)

Seecs, 14-62—14-70. Reserved.
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ARTICLE IV. DESIGNATION OF ROAD NAMES AND BUILDING NUMBERS

Sec. 14-71. Road names.

(a) All existing and/or new public roads and/or streets within the unincorporated bound-
aries of the county shall be assigned a name approved by the county board of commissioners
as set forth by the county subdivision ordinance.

(b) All requests for road and/or street names shall be submitted to the county hoard of
commissioners and the name of a new road and/or street shall conform to the requirements of
the subdivision ordinance and regulations of the county.

(Ord. of 8-17-93, § 1)

Seec. 14-72. Designation of road and/or street numbers.

(a) Road and/or street numbers for each dwelling unit and place of business on all public
and private streets and roads shall be assigned by the office of code enforcement of the county
according to the uniform system in effect within the county.

(b} The office of code enforcement shall keep a record of all numbers assigned under this
article.

(e) No building or structure for which a house number is required shall be occupied prior to
the assignment of said number.

(d) No building or structure for which a house number is required shall cbtain permanent
utility connections prior to the assignment of such number,

(e) All persons requiring a house number assignment prior to occupancy or connection of
permanent utilities must apply for such number at the office of county code enforcement at
Ieast three days in advance of cccupancy.

(Ord. of 8-17-93, § 2)

Sec. 14-73. Posting of designated road and/or street addresses.

(a) The owner or occupant or person in charge of any house or building to which a number
has been assigned shall be notified by the office of county code enforcement.

(b) Within 30 days after the receipt of such notification, the owner or occupant or person in
charge of a house or building to which a number has been assigned shall affix the number in
a conspicuous place as set forth herein.

(c) It shall be the duty of such owner or occupant or person in charge thereof upon affixing
the new number to remove any different number which might he mistaken for, or confused
with, the number assigned to said structure by the office of county code enforcement.
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(d) It shall be the duty of each owner or occupant or person in charge of every structure to
which a number has been assigned to display such number and figures at least 2Y2 inches high
at a permanent location (e.g. post, mailbox, building) not more than 25 [eel [rom the street line
clearly visible from the public road and/or street.

Whenever the owner, agent or occupant of such dwelling or building shall neglect or refuse
to affix or inscribe the proper numbers to the dwelling house or building, the office of code
enforcement shall serve notice on the owner, agent or occupant at the address. That numbers
shall be properly affixed to the property within ten days of the service of notice after being duly
notified as herein provided, such owner, agent or occupant may be fined as set forth herein and
the number ordered alfixed or inscribed by an official of the county.

{Ord. of 8-17-93, § 3; Ord. of 3-5-96, § A)

Sec., 14-74. Penalties.

In the event that the owner or occupant or person in charge of any structure to which a
number has been assigned refuses to comply with the terms of this article by failing to display
the assigned number or if any person shall take down, alter, injure or deface any number
affixed or inscribed, such person may be fined the sum not to exceed $100.00.

{Ord. of 8-17-93, § 4)

Secs. 14-75—14-80. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION

Sec. 14-81. Statutory authorization, findings of fact, purpose and objectives.

(a) Statutory authorization. The general assembly of the state has elected to permit local
zovernmental units to adopt regulations designed to promote the public health, safety, and
general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the board of commissioners of the county does ordain
as follows.

(b) Fincings of fact.

{1) The flood hazard areas of the county are subject to periodic inundation which results
in loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and
gavernmental services, extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and
relief, and impairment of the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health,
safety and general welfare.

(2) These flood losses are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains
causing increases in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy in flood hazard
areas by uses vulnerable to floods or hazardous to other lands which are inadequately
elevated, flood-proofed, or otherwise unprotected from fleed damages.
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§ 14-81 GRADY COUNTY CODE

(c) Stafement of purpose. It is the purpose of this article to promote the public, health, safety
and general welfare and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specifie
areas by provisions designed to:

(1) Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous te health, safety and property due to
water or erosion hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood
heights or velocities;

(2) Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be
protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

(3) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective
barriers which are involved in the accommodation of flood waters;

(4) Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase erosion
or flood damage; and

(5) Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert
flood waters or which may increase fload hazards to other lands.

(d) Objectives. The objectives of this article are:

(1) To protect human life and health;

(2) To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;

(3) To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and
generally undertaken at the expense of the general public;

(4) To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(5) To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains,
electric, telephone and sewer lines, roads and bridges located in floodplains;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of
flood prone areas in such a manner as to minimize flood blight areas; and

(7) To insure that potential home buyers are notified that property is in a flood area.
(Ord. of 10-4-94, Art. 1)

Sec, 14-82, Definitions,

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this article shall be interpreted
s0 as to give them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this article its most
reasonable application.

Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter
of a building in which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other than a
fire wall. Any walled and roofed addition which is connected by a fire wall or is separated by
independent perimeter load-bearing walls is new construction.

Appeal means a request for a review of the code enforcement officer's interpretation of any
provision of this article or a request for a variance.
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BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS § 14-82

Airea of special fload hazard is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a one
percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year.

Base flood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any
given year.

Basement means that portion of a building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on
all sides.

Building means any structure built for support, shelter, or enclosure for any oceupancy or
storage.

Deveiopment means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, includ-
ing, but not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving,
excavating, drilling operations, or permanent storage of materials or equipment.

Elevated building means a non-basement building built to have the lowest floor elevated
above the ground level by means of fill, solid foundation perimeter walls, pilings, columns
(posts and piers), shear walls, or breakaway walls.

Existing construction means any structure for which a building permit was issued before
October 1, 1994.

Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufacturad home park or
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum the installation of utilities, the
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is
completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a
community {before the affective date of the first floodplain management code, ordinance, or
standard based upon specific technical base flood elevation data which established the area of
special flood hazard) or (specific data).

Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation of
additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufac-
tured homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets,
and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads).

Flood or flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete
inundation of normally dry land areas from:

(1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters;

{2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

Flaod hazard boundary map (FHBM) means an official map of a community, issued by the

Federal Emergency Management Agency, where the boundaries of the areas of special flood
hazard have been defined as Zone A.
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Flood insurance rate map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the
Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard
and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

Flood insurance, stidy is the official report provided by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Ageney. The report contains flood profiles, as well as the flood boundary floodway map
and the water surface elevation of the base flood.

Floodway means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the
water surface elevation more than one foot.

Floor means the top surface of an enclosed area in a building (including basement), i.e,, top
of slab in concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction. The
term does not include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles.

Functionally dependent focility means a facility which cannot be used for its intended
purpose unless it is located or carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or port
facility necessary for the loading and unloading of eargo or passengers, shipbuilding, ship
repair, or seafood processing facilities. The term does not include long-term storage, manufac-
ture, sales, or service facilities.

Highest adjacent grode means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to
construction, next to the proposed walls of a building.

Historic structure means any structure that is:

{1) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by
the Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined hy the Secretary of the
Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;

{2} Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing
to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic distriet:

{3) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

{4) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic
preservation programs that have been certified either:

a. By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or

b.  Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.
Manufactured home means a building, transportable in one or more sections, which is built
on a permanent chassis and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when
connected to the required utilities. The term also includes park trailers, travel trailers, and

similar transportable structures placed on a site for 180 consecutive days or longer and
intended to be improved property.
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Mean sea level means the average height of the sea for all stages of the tide. [t is used as a
reference for establishing various elevations within the floodplain. For purposes of this article,
the term is synonymous with national geodetic vertical datum (NGVD).

National geodetic vertical datum (NGVD) as corrected in 1929 is a vertical control used as
a reference for establishing varying elevations within the floodplain.

New construction means any structure for which a building permit was issued after
September 30, 1994. The term also included any subsequent improvements to such structure.

New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is
completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted by a
community.

Recreational vehicle means a vehicle which is:

(1) Built on a single chassis;

(2) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection;

(3) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable hy a light duty truck; and

(4) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.

Start of construction for other than naw construction includes substantial improvement, and
means the date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start of construction,
repair, reconstruction, or improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual
start means the first placement of permanent construction of a building (including a
manufactured home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, installation of piles,
construction of columng, or any work beyond the stage of excavation or the placement of a
manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land prepara-
tion, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or
wallkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or the
erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory
buildings, such as garages or sheds not cccupied as dwelling units or not part of the main
building. For & substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first
alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a building, whether or not that
alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.

Structure means a walled and roofed building that is prineipally above ground, a manufac-
tured home, a gas or liquid storage tank, or other man-made facilities or infrastructures.

Substantial damage means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost
of restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of
the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.
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Substential improvement means any combination of repairs, reconstruction, alteration, or
improvements to a building, taking place during a 15-year period, in which the cumulative cost
equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the building. The market value of the
building should be (1) the appraised value of the building prior to the start of the initial repair
or improvement, or (2) in the case of damage, the value of the building prior to the damage
occurring. This term includes structures which have incurred "substantial damage”, regardless
of the actual repair work performed. For the purposes of this definition, "substantial
improvement" is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other
structural part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external
dimensions of the building. The term does not, however, include any project for improvement
of a building required to comply with existing health, sanitary, or safety code specifications
which have been identified by the code enforcement official and which are solely necessary to
assure safe living conditions.

Substantially improved existing manufactured home parks or subdivisions is where the
repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of the streets, utilities and pads equals
or exceeds 50 percent of the value of the streets, utilities and pads before the repair,
reconstruction or improvement commenced.

Variance is a grant of relief from the requirements of this article which permits construction
in a manner otherwise prohibited by this article where specific enforcement would result in
unnecessary hardship.

(Ord. of 10-4-94, Art. 2)

Sec. 14-83. General provisions.

(a) Lands to which this article applies. This article shall apply to all areas of special flood
hazard within the jurisdiction of the county excluding those areas within the jurisdiction of the
City of Cairo and the City of Whigham.

(b) Basis for establishing the areas of special flood hazard. The areas of special flood hazard
identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in its flood hazard boundary maps
dated June 7, 1977, with accompanying maps and other supporting data, and any revision
thereto, are adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this article.

(c) Establishment of deveicpment permit. A development permit shall be required in
conformance with the provision of this article prior to the commencement of any development
activities.

(d) Complionee. No structure or land shall hereafter be located, extended, converted or
structurally altered without full compliance with the terms of this article and other applicable
regulations.

(e) Abrogation and greater restrictions. This article is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or
impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. However, where this article
and another conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions shall
prevail.
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(f) Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of this article all provisions shall be:
(1) Considered as minimum requirements;

(2) Liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and

(3) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under state statutes.

{g) Warning and disclaimer of liability. The degree of flood protection required by this
article is considered reascnable for regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and
engineering consideration. Larger floods can and will oceur on rare occasions. Flood heights
may be increased by man-made or natural causes. This article does not imply that land outside
the areas of special flood hazard or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding
or flood damages. This article shall not create liability on the part of the county or by any
officer or employee thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this article or any
administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.

(h} Penalties for violation. Violation of the provisions of this article or failure to comply with
any of its requirements, including violation of conditions and safeguards established in
connectien with grants of variance or special exceptions, shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any
person who violates this article or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall, upon
conviction thereof, be fined not more than $1,000.00 or imprisoned for not more than 60 days,
or both, and in addition, shall pay all costs and expenses involved in the case. Each day such
violation continues shall be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall
prevent the county from taking such other lawful actions as is necessary to prevent or remedy
any violation.

(Ord. of 10-4-94, Art. 3)

Sec. 14-84. Administration.

(a) Designation of administrator. The code enforcement officer is hereby appointed to
administer and implement the provisions of this article.

(b) Permit procedures. Application for a development permit shall be made to the code
enforcement officer on forms furnished by him or her prior to any development activities, and
may include, but not be limited to, the following plans in duplieate drawn to scale showing the
nature, location, dimensions, and elevations of the area in guestion; existing or proposed
structures, earthen fill, storage of materials or equipment, drainage facilities, and the location
of the foregoing. Specifically, the following information is required:

(1) Application stage.

a. Elevation in relation to mean sea level of the proposed lowest floor (including
basement} of all buildings;

b. Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any non-residential building will
be flood-proofed;
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